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Statewide Events 

Special Education Public Forum 
The purpose for this forum is to 
gather input from families, school 
administrators, educators, commu-
nity representatives, and others, 
on the unique challenges and suc-
cesses of special education in Wis-
consin. Information gathered will 
be used by the Council on Special 
Education in advising the state 
superintendent and the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction on mat-
ters affecting the education of 
Wisconsin’s children and youth 
with disabilities. The 2017 Public 
Forum will take place using dis-
tance technology. Remote sites will 
be held at each of the state's 12 
Cooperative Educational Services 
Agency (CESA) Offices and at the 
WI DPI headquarters in Madison. 
Date: October 11, 2017 5-6:30 pm 

  

Special Education Conference 
Dr. Rick Lavoie will headline the 
2017 Special Education Confer-
ence.   Dr. Lavoie is an internation-
ally known educator, administra-
tor, author, and presenter.  He has 
served as a consultant on Learning 
Disabilities to several agencies and 
organizations including Public 
Broadcasting Service, New York 
Times, National Center for Learning 
Disabilities, USA Today, Girl Scouts 
of America, Child Magazine, IN-
STRUCTOR Magazine and NPR. 
Date: October 9-10, 2017 
Location: Kalahari Convention 
Center, WI Dells 
 

Wisconsin DPI  Autism Trainings 
Statewide training opportunities to 
assist in ongoing staff development 
designed to improve educational 
outcomes for children with autism. 
Save the Dates for school year 
2017-18 trainings (locations TBD): 
: 

Parent and School Collaboration Through Use of         
Assistive Technology 

By Wendy Overturf 
 
Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA), all 
local educational agencies (LEAs) are expected to provide assistive technology (AT) to 
students who need it in order to receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE).  
The range of assistive technology is wide, and could take the form of a simple tilted sur-
face to ease handwriting, to a sophisticated communication device to help a nonverbal 
child communicate.  

  
Typically, an IEP team discusses the need for assistive technology.  Many times, it may 
involve an evaluation for assistive technology.  If it is determined the child has a need for 
an assistive technology device in order to receive FAPE, it is the responsibility of the  
district to provide that device.  In the case of Sarah, the process was a bit different.   
Sarah is a 6-year-old, non-verbal child with cerebral palsy.  Through the efforts of her 
parents, Sarah received a communication device from an outside funding source.  This 
device had the potential to allow Sarah to “communicate” at school with her teachers 
and with her peers.  Through the company that distributed the device, Sarah’s parents 
received extensive training on how to program the device and modify the “output” so 
that it was appropriate to Sarah’s different environments and needs. 
  
At the IEP team meeting, the team determined that this was an appropriate device for 
Sarah.  The teacher was excited that Sarah was now able to share news from home and 
that the device was assisting her in making some of her needs known at school.  Almost 
every night, Sarah’s parents would program a message or some type of communication 
into the device so that Sarah could share it the next day in school. 

  
After several weeks of using the device, Sarah’s parents were becoming frustrated.   
Although they programmed communication for the school into the device, it was only  
on days that Sarah had speech and language services that there was two-way communi-
cation using the device.  The parents wanted to be engaged in Sarah’s education and  
wanted Sarah to be able to “tell” them what had happened in school on a daily basis.  
The parents shared their concerns with the special education teacher and requested an 
IEP review.  The parents were knowledgeable that there was a section in the IEP docu-
ment that called for “program modifications or supports for school personnel” to enable 
the child to “(i) To advance appropriately toward attaining the annual goals;…”  Parents 
therefore requested that school staff that interacted with Sarah on a routine basis be 
given training on how to properly utilize and program her communication device.   
Because of this advocacy, that training was written into the IEP.  Sarah’s parents felt that 
this was a great starting point for them to engage more fully in Sarah’s education and for 
Sarah to meet her IEP goals. 
  
It should also be noted that there is another section in the IEP document that provides 

for parent training.  While not applicable in this case, had the parents needed training on 

the device, this should be considered at the IEP team meeting. 
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https://dpi.wi.gov/education-events/events/special-education-public-forum-october-2017
http://calendar.wspei.org/eventdetails.php?id=561
http://www.parentcenterhub.org/modifications-personnel/
http://www.wrightslaw.com/advoc/articles/support.bardet.htm


Statewide Events 

Wisconsin DPI  Autism Trainings: 
Autism Essentials Across the School Day: 
October 10-11, 2017 
Teaching and Supporting New Behaviors: 
November 28-29, 2017 
Autism Essentials Across the School Day: 
February 7-8, 2018 
Addressing Autism in Early Childhood: 
February 20–21, 2018 
Teaching and Supporting New Behaviors: 
March 7-8, 2018 
Supporting Autistic Thinking Style 
June 19-20, 2018 
 
Youth in Partnership with Parents for 
Empowerment (YiPPE) 
An opportunity for youth with disabilities 
and their parents to learn about the tran-
sition process in a unique way.  They will 
hear from speakers and take part in hands
-on activities in parallel programs over 
five weekends.  The program assists youth 
ages 15-20, to: make decisions for them-
selves, increase independence, get in-
volved in their school and community, 
make friends and have fun, become self-
advocates, learn what the future could 
hold for them as they think about living  
on their own, college, work and health.  
YiPPE assists parents by: enhancing their 
leadership and communication skills, 
providing information in the areas of 
health, employment, education, inclusion, 
legislation and adult services,  
Training locations, start dates & links: 
Green Bay: Begins Oct. 20 & 21, 2017 
WI Dells: Begins Oct. 6 & 7, 2017 
Green Bay & WI Dells Information Link 
 
Parents in Partnership (PIP) 
This is a no cost event. PIP is a leadership 
development opportunity for parents of 
children with disabilities ages 6-14.  Par-
ents and other caregivers meet together 
five times during the year to share their 
family stories, challenges, joys, and tri-
umphs of raising their children.  PIP assists 
parents to: learn about valuable commu-
nity and statewide resources, plan ahead 
for their child and family, enjoy time with 
other parents, learn more within the 
topics of; health care, education, policy 
making, inclusion and self-determination.   
Training locations, start dates & links 
 
 

At Home Learning Strategies 
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With our focus on assistive technology this month, we are sharing apps to help build literacy 

skills. All of the apps listed below are either free , have free mini-versions, or are under $5. 

Search for these apps to suit  your specific device. 

Bob Books Reading Magic is a program that builds with the skill level of the child.                   

Print Concepts focuses on foundational skills. 
 

 

HearBuilder Phonological Awareness – helps children with phonological awareness and  

listening skills 

 

Starfall Learn to Read - focuses on the sounds of letters, specifically vowels                   

using music, video, mini-books and repetition. 

 

Starfall ABCs – Focuses on the alphabet – how letters look, sound, and are used  

in words. 

 

Elmo Loves ABCs – Teaches kids from infants on up how to read using interactive videos  

and games. 

 

Sight Words Kids Reading Games & Flash Cards – Flash cards  

help children recognize common sight words to build fluency.  

 

Endless Alphabet -  Children learn increasingly difficult vocabulary words through games.  

 

PlayTales -  Storytelling app for a wide age range available in eight different languages.  

Check out the National Library of Virtual Manipulatives for visual objects to      

help kids solve math problems in different ways. They are broken down by     

grade level and subject to help you find the right tool. 

 

Geogebra is an online graphing tool and calculator where kids can type in an equation  

and see it graphed on the screen. Drawings can also be translated into equations.  

 

WebMath offers problem solving and calculation tools for a variety of math subjects.   

 

 

If you are looking for assistive technology to help support your  

child’s math learning in the home, check out this great resource  

from Understood.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://wspei.org/families/yippe.php
http://wspei.org/families/yippe.php
http://wspei.org/families/yippe.php
http://wspei.org/families/pip.php
http://wspei.org/training/
https://www.bobbooks.com/apps/
http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html
https://www.geogebra.org/graphing
http://www.webmath.com/
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/assistive-technology/assistive-technologies-basics/assistive-technology-for-math


 Online Resources: Assistive Technology 

Center for Parent Information and Resources (CPIR) 

The website offers numerous resources related to 

assistive technology. It also has links to checklists 

that IEP teams can use when considering assistive 

technology. 
 

Center on Technology and Disability 

Assistive and instructional technology (AT/IT) allows children across the ability spec-

trum to participate fully at home, in school, and in the community. The Center on 

Technology and Disability provides a wealth of free resources – personal and profes-

sional development (PPD) webinars, articles, guides, training materials and more. 
 

National Center on Accessible Educational Materials (AEM) 

This site focuses on how schools can serve students who are unable to read or use 

standard print materials, through the use of specialized formats (braille, audio, large 

print, and digital text). There are articles and research about effective practices, tech-

nical information, tutorials, webinars, online forums, and more. 
 

Bookshare 

An online library of more than 170,000 digital books for children and adults with quali-

fying disabilities. Schools can download textbooks, books, and periodicals, which their 

students can access on computers or mobile devices using software or apps that read 

the text aloud. For students with visual impairments, schools can also download files 

for use with braille devices.  
 

Learning Ally  

Featuring a collection of more than 70,000 audiobooks, recorded textbooks and litera-

ture titles, for children and adults with qualifying disabilities. Audiobooks are available 

as digital downloads, as well as CDs, and free apps are available for popular mobile 

devices. Learning Ally works with volunteers to record books that its users request. 
 

SETT Framework  

Student, Environments, Tasks, and Tools—all of which need to be fully explored when 

assistive technology tools are considered or selected. The website offers a set of forms 

for collaborative decision making. 
 

Tech Finder 

This website has a search function that helps teachers and parents to find Apps that 

promote learning in specific subject areas.  The website also has links to numerous 

other sites related to assistive technology to the child's individual needs, abilities, and 

experience. 
 

Free Assistive Tech Tools Make Learning Accessible to All  
This website has a long list of tools and articles related to assistive technology.  It also 

includes links to tools to support Universal Design for Learning (UDL). UDL is an educa-

tional framework based on research in the learning sciences, including cognitive neu-

roscience, that guides the development of flexible learning environments that can 

accommodate individual learning differences. 
 

Reading Rockets 
This link will introduce parents to the role of AT in helping their children with a learn-

ing disability. Parents will learn how to choose AT tools that are reliable and to select 

technology that is tailored to the child's individual needs, abilities, and experience.  

3 

http://www.parentcenterhub.org/?s=assistive+technology
https://www.ctdinstitute.org/
http://aem.cast.org/
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
http://www.learningally.org/
http://www.joyzabala.com/Documents.html
https://www.understood.org/en/tools/tech-finder
https://theinnovativeeducator.blogspot.com/2011/07/free-assistive-technology-tools-to-make.html
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/assistive-technology-kids-learning-disabilities-overview


Webinar title links to information & 
registration for FREE WI FACETS 
workshops & webinars:   
By phone,  Sandra: 877-374-0511  

All webinars 12:00—1:00 PM 

(unless otherwise noted)    

 

Struggling Readers and Dyslexia 
Date: September 20, 2017 
Presenter: Cheryl Ward, Certified 
Language Practitioner 
 

Es su Hijo un Blanco de Intimida-
cion y Acoso? 
Date: September 21, 2017 
Presenter: Nelsinia Ramos, WI FACETS 
 

Family-School Partnerships:  
Info for Educators 
Date: September 28, 2017 
Presenter: Vicki Davis Davila,  
WI FACETS 
 

Self-Advocacy Workshop:  
College Panel 
Date: October 10, 2017 6-8 pm 
Location: WI FACETS 

 
Determining Eligibility for      
Specific Learning Disabilities 
Date: October 11, 2017 
Presenter: Deb Adrian Heiss, DPI 

 
La Lectoescritura es para Todos 
Date: October 12, 2017 
Presenter: Nelsinia Ramos, WI FACETS 

 
Self-Advocacy Workshop:  
Self Advocacy Spotlight 
Date: October 17, 2017 6-8 pm 
Location: WI FACETS 

 
Technology and Early Literacy 
Date: October 19, 2017 
Presenter: Mildred Starks, WI FACETS 
 

Resolviendo Desacuerdos en la 

Educacion Especial (WSEMS) 
Date: October 26, 2017 
Presenter: Nelsinia Ramos, WI FACETS 

 

Latino Autism Support Group 
 
El IEP y el Plan de Transicion  
Postsecundaria    
Date:  September 23, 2017  
Contact: Nelsinia Ramos, WI FACETS  
(414) 374-4645 

Instructional Trends         
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WI FACETS 

The Use of Technology to Increase Teacher-Family                              
Communication 
 

The I-4, IEP Linking Form, Section II, on the new Wisconsin IEP form prompt asks: “How  
will school staff engage parents/families in the education of the student (e.g., sharing  
resources, communicating with parents/families, building upon family strengths, con-
necting parents/families to learning activities, etc.)?  The use of technology is just one  
of many methods that can increase family engagement. 
 

According to Meghan Bogardus Cortez, Associate Editor at EdTech: Focus on K–12, 
“Smartphones can help deepen and extend relationships beyond the scheduled parent-
teacher conferences.”  She suggests four apps that provide safe messaging options and 
communication tools to create a stronger relationship between teachers and parents.   
The following apps were highlighted in her article: 
 “4 Apps to Foster Parent-Teacher Communication.” 
 

Bloomz 
With the feel of a social networking site, Bloomz has teachers invite parents to join the 
class group. Once there, parents have access to class schedules, photo albums, private 
messaging with teachers and other parents, and interactive sign-up sheets. 
 

SimplyCircle 
Though very similar to Bloomz, SimplyCircle can also be used by PTA and PTO organiza-
tions and other parent groups. 
 

ClassDojo 
This app, perfect for younger students, enables children to regularly share is picture  
messages and achievements with their parents. With similar photo sharing and  
messaging, the app lets teachers report, long before the parent-teacher conference,  
the skills their students are excelling at and the areas they need to work on. 
 

Remind 
Teachers can use Remind to send schedule reminders, homework updates or even  
encouragement. The biggest difference with Remind is the flexibility of messaging.  
Communication can be done in app or through a simple SMS to a parent who doesn’t  

have the app. 

Research to Read 
  

Disruptive Innovation–Integrating an Assistive Technology Curriculum into Teacher 

Preparation In a Rural Institution  
King, Laura H., Jennifer B. Williams, and Lora Lee Smith Canter. City Meets Country: Educators Working to Solve  

the Challenges of Special Education 60 (2017): 18.  

Article link   

ABSTRACT: 

A teacher preparation program that explicitly embeds assistive technology (AT) into its  

candidates’ program of study will produce future teachers with a stronger foundation  

And better command of AT in the classroom. This program description outlines a model  

which addresses AT curriculum (covering AT awareness, knowledge, and skills) through a  

series of integrated professional development (PD) sessions embedded in course offer- 

ings in a special education program of study. Specifically this program description  

addresses the following: (a) the process of integrating AT curriculum into a program of  

study; (b) a description of the program’s design to ensure equity of access between on- 

campus and distance education courses; (c) an overview of the current PD sessions; and  

(d) challenges and solutions. 

http://www.wifacets.org/events
http://www.wifacets.org/events
http://wifacets.org/events/event/struggling-readers-and-dyslexia
http://wifacets.org/events/event/es-su-hijo-un-blancode-intimidacion-y-acoso
http://wifacets.org/events/event/es-su-hijo-un-blancode-intimidacion-y-acoso
http://wifacets.org/events/event/family-school-partnerships-info-educators
http://wifacets.org/events/event/family-school-partnerships-info-educators
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/self-advocacy-workshop-what-expect-college
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/self-advocacy-workshop-what-expect-college
http://wifacets.org/events/event/determining-eligibility-specific-learnig-disabilities
http://wifacets.org/events/event/determining-eligibility-specific-learnig-disabilities
http://wifacets.org/events/event/la-lectoescritura-es-para-todos
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/self-advocacy-workshop-self-advocacy-spotlight
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/self-advocacy-workshop-self-advocacy-spotlight
http://wifacets.org/events/event/technology-and-early-literacy
http://wifacets.org/events/event/resolviendo-desacuerdos-en-la-educacion-especial-wsems
http://wifacets.org/events/event/resolviendo-desacuerdos-en-la-educacion-especial-wsems
https://edtechmagazine.com/k12/article/2016/08/4-apps-foster-parent-teacher-communication
https://www.bloomz.net/
https://www.simplycircle.com/about/
https://www.classdojo.com/
https://www.remind.com/
https://www.remind.com/
http://www.acres-sped.org/files/d/cdd0779c-117d-44e1-8f62-0fb458659de2/2017acresconferenceproceedings.pdf#page=18


Upcoming newsletter topics:  October: Learning Disabilities      

November: Emotional Behavioral Disabilities  December: Communication  

 
To submit contributions, you may use either the attached word document for contributing     

articles, events, or resources. Send submissions to woverturf@wifacets.org.  If unable to access 

form, send  you may send information in an email. 

 

Material appropriate for the monthly newsletter include web links to sources of family involve-

ment/parent leadership resources, advertisements for statewide trainings for parents, youth or 

parent/educator audiences, information about statewide parent agencies, recent research     

pertaining to family engagement, and family engagement success articles.   

Contributions to the Newsletter This monthly update is provided by 

the Wisconsin Family Assistance 

Center for Education, Training & 

Support (WI FACETS) to share 

statewide information regarding 

parent leadership and family in-

volvement. If you would like to 

receive this monthly update or if 

you would like to have your name 

removed from the distribution list, 

please click here or contact:   

Wendy Overturf at  

woverturf@wifacets.org. 
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is intended or should be inferred.  This product is public domain.  Authorization to reproduce it in whole or in part is granted.  While 

permission to reprint this publication is not necessary, the citation should be: 
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